
BLUE BRAIN
Ecole Poly technique
Pederale de
Lausanne, France
WHAT IT DOES Simu-
lates the interactions
among neurons in the
neocortex-the brain's
reasoning center-to
learn how thinking works.
PROCESSORS 8,192
PEAK TERAFLOPS 22.4
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DISCOVER
NASA Goddard Space
Flight Center, Greenbelt,
Maryland
WHAT IT DOES Repro-
duces Earth's paleolithic-
era climate and uses it to
test new models for pre-
dicting weather patterns.
PROCESSORS 1l,032
PEAK TERAFLOPS ill

VISUALIZATION
CLUSTER
Hayden Planetarium,
New York City
WHAT IT DOES
Re-creates the universe.
When the visitors leave,
scientists from around the
world take over the Plan-
etarium to play what-if.
PROCESSORS 300
PEAK TERAFLOPS 5.54

RANGER
Texas Advanced Comput-
ing Center, Austin, Texas
WHAT IT DOES Repli-
cates the interactions of
the HlN1 flu virus with
the human body and the
effect of various over-
the-counter drugs.
PROCESSORS 15,744
PEAK TERAFLOPS 504

EARTH SIMULATOR
Japan Agency for Marine
Earth Science and Tech-
nology, Yokohama, Japan
WHAT IT DOES Runs
global climate simula-
tions. Arecent upgrade
tripled its speed, mean-
ing more accurate and
timely predictions.
PROCESSORS 1,280
PEAK TERAFLOPS 131

Most Dangerous Db iect i the OfficeThis Month
.44 Magnum Bang tick
A hgators a hke S n S al cold blooded, reptilian, and hard to kill. That's
why pro gator unters c rry a ang stick, essentially a bullet chamber affixed to the
end of a metal rod. There's no trigger: Simply remove the safety, jam the tip down
hard just behind the gator's skull, nd watch out for flying bone fragments! There are
many types available, from a puny .22-caliber up to 12-gauge. We opted for a Dirty
Harryspecial. Any punk swamp lizard that tries to attack us in the washroom isgonna
wind up as matching boots, laptop bag, and Wiimote holster. -KELSEY HAZLEWOOD


